Double cross lip flaps for reconstruction of the lower lip.
Squamous cell carcinoma of the lower lip is a common tumor. Of the many methods available for reconstructing lower lip defects after radical excision, we found double cross lip flaps from each lateral side of the upper lip philtrum rotated into the defect of the lower lip to be an effective method, not only functionally but also cosmetically. The main reason why satisfactory results were obtained by this procedure is that the anatomical structure (skin-orbicularis oris muscle-mucosa, vermilion) of the upper lip is very similar to that of the lower lip. Our experience is with double cross lip operations in the management of lower lip cancers are described.